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Letters from Crisis Directors

My name is Isaac Song, and I am honored to serve as one of your directors
for the PANDORA Crisis Committee at TechMUN26. This committee places
you in a world that seems so familiar yet so different — a world where
fantastical folklore elements exist in an uneasy balance with worldly
concerns and ambitions.

To me, this committee is not about monsters or supernatural occurrences;
It is about the people, the true monsters in all of us. As selected
representatives from nations around the world, you are gathered here
to debate and argue, to cooperate and to get ahead. Your powers are
vested in the people, but your interests? Not necessarily so. The
world is complicated and to succeed, you must play to many interests
while preserving your own.

As a little about me, I am a 4th year Computer Science major at
Georgia Tech, and this is the final year of my 8-year long journey in
Model UN. As both an experienced crisis and general assembly delegate,
I value the ability to lead both the frontroom and the backroom, and
believe creativity alone would not be sufficient without cooperation/
competition.

We hope this committee is unlike any others you’ve experienced, and
cannot wait to see you bring this world to life. We hope you will be
challenged, entertained, and throughout the course of the conference,
push yourself to the limit as you live the roles and create your part
in this story.

Isaac Song

My name is Rohan Kansal, and I am honored to serve as one of your
directors for PANDORA. This committee exists in a world where myths
have come to life, and I look forward to exploring what that might
look like through your eyes as delegates in this committee.

I am a 3rd year CS and Math major at Georgia Tech from Suwanee,
Georgia. I’ve been doing MUN since high school, and whether you’ve seen
me before or not on the circuit, I'm excited to see another weekend
of competitive MUN! I love competing in nontraditional committees
with special mechanics so I also look forward to introducing some
unique crisis elements into this committee! Outside of MUN, some of
my interests are music, crosswords, poker, Pokemon, badminton, and
maintaining my Beli profile. If you have any questions about committee,
are confused by any of the incident reports, or interested in any of
the same hobbies, feel free to reach out at rkansal8@gatech.edu

For my part, I have grown up on the Percy Jackson series wondering
what would happen if humans had to navigate a world of otherworldly
threats, whether transported through a wormhole, a wardrobe, or
a woefully opened box. I will be 1interested in seeing how these
mythological struggles are played out on an international scale,



intermingling with politics and worldly affairs in the modern day.
I especially hope that delegates learn a lot more about wvarious
mythologies through this committee and get to interact with them in
creative ways through your backrooms, building on folklores that have
been passed down for generations in communities all over the world.

Rohan Kansal

Disclaimer

Model United Nations provides an opportunity for delegates to
engage diplomatically with topics of global importance and explore
possibilities for conflict resolution in a meaningful way. Many of the
topics at hand may involve sensitive or controversial subject matter.
We ask delegates to be respectful and professional when engaging with
their committee and communicating with fellow delegates and TechMUN
Conference staff. The content warning below is meant to warn you of
potentially controversial topics that are present in the content of
this background guide, as well as content that may appear in other
aspects of the committee (e.g. debate, speeches, directives), so that
you can prepare yourself before reading this background guide and
participating in the committee.

At TechMUN, we take equity violations very seriously and require
delegates to fully comply with our equity guidelines. Failure to do
so will result in an immediate disqualification from awards, and vyou
may be asked to leave the conference. Please remain respectful in
committee, and avoid overgeneralizations as well as take into account
individual differences and contexts during vyour speeches. If you have
any questions regarding our equity guidelines, we encourage you to
review our extended conference policy located on our website and/or
contact one of our staff members.

If, because of this committee’s content warning, you have any questions
or concerns please feel free to reach out to our staff via email at
techmunconference@gmail.com.

Committee Expectations

Welcome to PANDORA. It goes without saying that all conference
expectations apply. As we discuss serious topics, be careful to note
that debate is respectful and does not violate any of our conference
policy or sensitivity statements. In addition, here are some specific
committee expectations by the staff of this committee:

In the topic, tone and background, this committee pulls upon various
regional folklore and myths to form a semi-realistic serious crisis.
While there 1is no expectation to be previously familiar with the
folklores and myths, we do highly encourage external research as we
aim to try to root this committee in real folklores and myths. It is
our goal to build a realistic world for this crisis, and an appendix



has been provided for worldbuilding that is not necessary but a
recommended read (every delegate has a relevant 1initial domestic
report listed in Appendix B). We will be providing additional resources
as the committee proceeds to ensure no one is lost.

In the frontroom, we are expecting there to be active debate as no
solution is one-size fits all. Model UN is a social debate competition,
and influencing people is as important as how their arc plays into the
story. It should not be mutually exclusive though, and for a strong
delegate, their frontroom and backroom should work synergetically.

In backroom arcs, we hope that the delegates play into their roles,
and balance their personal, national, and global interests that every
character may have. How well the delegate considers their unique
role, background, and personality in forming their arc will be wvalued
in scoring. As with all Model UN crises, we want to remind delegates
that the focus should always be about people, and that folklore and
myths at the end of the day are rooted in cultures' deepest fears,
plights, and desires. Remember, every crisis 1s an opportunity, and
situations are always the means to an end, not the end itself.

For the competitive interests of all delegates, especially as we
deal with the supernatural from various independent sources, we hope
consideration of our backroom balancing is taken during arc planning.
Incurring large scale phenomena in your arcs will be equally possible
and equally hard with any of the creatures available in the world,
and this is also why we are minimizing (but not eliminating) the use
of myths with gods and deities.

Committee Mechanics

As the crisis develops, there will be more supernatural entities and
phenomena appearing beyond those that we know of described in Appendix
A. Private short memos from your respective nation’s intelligence
agencies will be issued throughout the conference to provide insight
into new myths that you can either mitigate, suppress, use, or ally
with.

These memos will potentially provide hints in formats including but
not limited to physical description, witness testimony, and country/
region of origin. It will often be in your best interest to secure,
contain, or protect the myth in a note or a joint personal directive
to gain access to supernatural powers that will serve as a “buff” and
can potentially help your backroom. Each individual will only have a
piece of the whole picture. Your own memo will often not be sufficient
on its own to lead to a myth, so it will be up to delegates to decide
whether it is worth it to work independently, or if delegates pool
resources and then share monumental powers as a result.

This is a nontraditional committee, so along with the special powerups
and memos, other temporary or permanent mechanics may be introduced
during the committee on an ad-hoc basis.
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